EDITORIAL                                                    No.111    March & April 2014 
You will have read recently of potential changes to the Mobile Library Service in Willand.  It has now been confirmed he Saturday service to the Village Hall has been discontinued. However, it will now stop at the Village Hall at 11.05, for an hour, on a Thursday, after its previous stop that day at Townlands.  If you wish to make a note of the dates for this revised service, starting from March 31st,  they are April 24th, May 22nd, June 19th, July 17th, August 14th, September 11th, October 9th, November 6th and December 14th .
Many people  remember one of our previous mobile librarians, Debbie, and will be pleased to know she is still ‘in the business’,  running the library service in Exeter Prison and is a great favourite with the children on family visiting days, when she dresses up as an elf……..

Only the brave or the foolhardy make predictions.

BLOOD DONORS
And whilst you’re making notes of dates on your calendar, a reminder to add those for the Willand Blood Donation dates for the year ahead. I know I told you last issue, but you might have forgotten to write them down…….
March 21st, April 25th, July 4th, August 15th, October 17th and December 5th.
REPORTS FROM DEVON & CORNALL POLICE
We have received a report of two males trying to sell generators and a tool box in the Willand on Tuesday 11 February 2014. If persons are seen trying to sell items under similar suspicious circumstances please ‘phone 101 quoting log 309 11/02/14, if possible please make a note of descriptions and any vehicle registrations seen.
Also, we have received a reported case of horse mutilation in the Holcombe Rogus area of Devon.  We ask all owners of livestock be aware of this incident and be vigilant. Check all livestock, particularly horses, daily to ensure they are safe. Report any suspicious activity or vehicles you may see around your or neighbouring property to the Police promptly, dialling 999 if activity is in progress at the time of your call, using the 101 number for any other information. Thank you


CAMEO

We braved the elements to attend our first meeting of the New Year. The programme for this coming year sounds interesting, with some excellent Speakers, outings, meals out, skittles etc. 
Our January Speaker was Rachael Fox, who works for ‘Body Shop’, with tips 
on how to take care of our hands and nails (this was a "hands-on talk" in more ways than one, as we had to practice on each other) - a much needed talk after all the Christmas washing-up.  The evening ended with a Christmas Quiz. Then it was out into the wintery weather again.   In February, we had to contend with gale-force winds and heavy rain but that didn't deter us and we welcomed two visitors to the meeting. Our Speaker was Ms. Steele, who had worked for DEFRA for many years specialising in plants and wildlife. The main focus of her talk was garden pests and diseases and we also learned about the sex lives of slugs and snails - we weren't expecting that!  This was followed with a feeley-bag quiz, with garden-related items to guess and we were all puzzled over the watering-can rose head.

The Singles Group had enjoyed a delicious New Year Lunch at the Halfway House, they are spreading their wings this year and have booked a holiday to Brittany in May - who knows what next year will bring? Hong Kong? 
At our meeting on 6th March, our speaker will be Mr Patrick Phelvin, editor of the Mid-Devon Gazette.  There will be a skittles evening at the ‘Merrimead’, Sampford Peverell on the 18th March and on 3rd April, our speaker will be Mr Frank Letch, telling us about ‘Feet First’.  On 1st May, we are arranging an outing and a dinner, whilst our first Coffee Morning is on 10th May at the Village Hall and will be for Cameo and Village Hall funds.  Betty Penberthy
WILLAND SINGERS

Very sadly our musical director informed us just before Christmas that she was unable to continue as such.  Unfortunately, even with Julie’s help, we have so far been unable to find a replacement for her.  Therefore it seems that we are left with no option other than to fold.
The group was formed in 2008.  We used to meet at the Church Hall in Rectory Close on Tuesday evenings from 8.00pm – 9.30pm during school term time. Many of us who joined liked singing but thought we could not sing and/or could not read music.  Therefore, for most of us, it was fortunate that there have never been auditions.  Thanks to Julie’s expertise and extreme patience we learned a lot.  She would often present us with challenges which usually proved to be within our capabilities.
Whatever we did we always had fun.  Our repertoire included classic pop, traditional and modern folk songs from around the world, songs from films and the shows plus of course Christmas songs and carols.  With such a variety there was always something to keep everyone happy. 
Eventually under Julie’s guidance and encouragement we gained enough confidence to perform several times at Killerton, in addition to other performances locally, usually raising money in aid of local charities.  Only recently we presented a concert together with the Wyndham Singers in aid of their charity for 2013.
It is a fact of life that all good things have to come to an end.  We are very grateful to those who have helped, encouraged and supported us over the years.  We especially owe a huge debt of gratitude to Julie.  We were greatly blessed, very lucky and very spoilt to have had her as our musical director for so long.
If there is anyone who thinks they might like to take over from Julie, please do not hesitate to contact Joy on 01884 33889 for further information.  Also, if there is anyone who thinks they might like to join us, should we be successful in finding a new musical director, please ring Joy on the above number or email randaisher@googlemail.com                                              Joy Davies
Don’t take the bull by the horns until 

you’ve worked out your next move.
WILLAND UNITED CHARITIES – BIDS FOR FUNDING – 2014

Support to groups: the Willand United Charity (WUC) provides financial support to many organisations in Willand, to enable them to purchase vital items of equipment or assist in fund raising for a major development project. Financial support is allocated to organisations that work in the service of our village community.  Examples include the Elderly People’s Lunch Club, Willand Tennis Club, Willand Rovers Football Club, Rockers Parent and Toddler Group, Willand Brownies and the Community Composting Scheme.
Support to individuals: in addition, individuals and families can receive special payments to relieve the suffering of those coping with distress, financial hardship, sickness or infirmity.  In these cases, bids can be made for financial provision for a specific need.  For example, the provision of an oven, funding to purchase a carpet for the front room, a grant for a struggling individual or family to take a recuperative holiday.  Those making bids for individuals or families need to make sure the need is especially pressing.
Size of grants: the size of grant allocations will depend on a number of factors, including the funds available at the time of allocation (WUC is not a wealthy charity), the urgency of the need and the number of bids being considered.
Bids for grants: if you know of a worthy cause, be  it an organisation or a family/individual, and would like to make a bid for funding from the WUC, please make a submission in writing (between half a page to one page in length) to the Chairman (address below), by Saturday 12th April 2014. 

Rev’d Rob Wilkinson, Chairman of the Willand United Charities, The Rectory, Rectory Close, Willand. EX15 2RH
ST MARY’S CHURCH

Coffee and Chat  -  A time to relax and share refreshments with others. Feel free to drop in to the Church Hall, Rectory Close, between 10.30 and 12.00 on Fridays, 14th March, 11th April and 9th May. It would be great to see you and you’ll find others who will be happy to chat with you. You are invited - just turn up on the day!

Messy Church  -  A time for families to get together and enjoy craft making, a simple Bible story, songs and a meal, in a relaxed atmosphere.  Doors open at 3.30pm and activities start at 4.00pm.  Finish time 6.00pm.  All free!  Held in the Church Hall, Rectory Close, on the third Friday of the month. The dates for the next few Messy Church gatherings are 21st March, 18th April, 16th May.
For additional information contact Jacquie Elsdon (07710513464) or Joan Wilkinson (01884 – 32509)

Easter  -  Easter is the time in the year when we particularly remember Jesus’ death on the Cross and celebrate his rising from the dead.   It is precisely because of these two events that we can be forgiven and sure of eternal life, when we turn to Christ in faith. If Jesus did not die we could never have peace with God and if Jesus was not raised from the dead what hope would there be of that happening to any of us?

The author C. S. Lewis expressed the position with these words: He [Jesus] is the 'first fruits,' the 'pioneer of life.' He has forced the door open that has been locked since the death of the first man. He has met, fought, and beaten the King of Death. Everything is different because He has done so. This is the beginning of the New Creation: a new chapter in cosmic history has opened.

Special Services at St Mary’s this Easter:

· Maundy Thursday – 17 April – 6.30pm – Holy Communion followed by a meal, all in the Church Hall

· Good Friday –  18 April – 11.00 am 

             Reflective service centering on Jesus’ death on the Cross, in the
            Church

· Easter Day – 20 April – 10.15 am

We celebrate Jesus’ rising from the dead – a service with Holy Communion, in the Church

Why not come to the Easter celebrations this year in your parish church? We look forward to welcoming you.                                Revd Rob Wilkinson
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

For this year’s Big Garden Bird Watch we all took part in either painting or finding photos of birds all around the school building.  Reception painted a bird of their choice, Key Stage 1 had to spot ten bird photographs and name them in the Key Stage 1 area whereas Key Stage 2 had to spot 31 birds in the corridors. We had to find birds ranging from blue tits to wood pigeons and many more. The prize for completing the bird challenge was to spot and record the birds that were around the school grounds before school. The results we got were then sent to the RSPB to show which birds are the most and least common in our school grounds.  Surveys like this were completed all over the country. If you would like to take part or find out what type of bird is the most or least common in the United Kingdom, head over to this website: www.rspb.org.uk/youth
Sport Update

Willand School are pleased to announce that our amazing High-Five players have done a remarkable job in their netball tournament. Their match results were so good they got into the East Devon finals. They did superbly and made all of Willand School proud!   At the moment, a group of Year 5 & 6 children are training for the cage football tournament coming up on the 12th of March 2014. The team is training super hard so they are fired up and ready for the tournament. Miss Shapcott, the school P.E coordinator, is running clubs after school on a Monday to make sure they have all the skills they need ready for the tournament! Everyone is looking forward to it very much.  Lots of people want to get into the team but only 10 people can go to the tournament: 6 boys and 4 girls will be picked. Go Willand!
Our school PTFA held a disco in the village hall on the Friday 31st January. We are very lucky to have them because they organise a lot of parties, discos, fetes, fayres and fairy cake Fridays to raise money for the school. Before the disco, we were told there was going to be a surprise DJ who would be a familiar face to most of the pupils and it definitely was; it was an ex-teacher who we all missed, so it was great to see him again...Mr Lang (!  It was great fun and we raised lots of money for the school.  
On March 6th it will be World Book Day.  Look out for the second hand book sale on the 7th March after school, where we will be giving all proceeds to a charity in Laos.  This charity gives books to children, some of whom have never even read a book for fun, let alone owned one! We will also be having a couple of jam packed weeks for Arts Week and Green Week. In Arts Week we are going to explore different modern artists and their amazing work and in Green Week we show how eco-friendly we are and we will be doing all sorts of activities to prove it. 

Beth,  Josh,  Cameron,  Emily,  Melany,  Arthur,  Shannon and  Shannon
PLAYERS WANTED - Willand Rovers Youth Football Club

Up-date: Back in April, Willand Rovers FC set up a youth football academy.  We’re now getting 16 to 17 players for every coaching session which is fabulous!  BUT we still need more players, including a GOALKEEPER!  

If your child is aged between 7 and 9 years old and interested in FREE football coaching why not come along?

To mark all the good work and effort the players put into the first six months of the scheme I attended a school assembly in November and presented them with medals.

I’m also pleased to announce that Willand School has given permission for our players to use the school football field for our training sessions and matches.  We offer our thanks to Ms Hawkins, the Head teacher, for this kind gesture.

We are seeking to develop a team with the intention of playing league football.  Would your child like to learn or improve their skills? 

· Where:- Willand School football field,

· When: - Saturday mornings from 10:30 am to 12.00. 

A friendly and welcoming environment awaits you with a qualified coach to make the training sessions informative and fun.  All you need to bring is:-

· a pair of football boots or trainers,

· shin-pads, a drink, and loads of enthusiasm. 

We’ll do the rest. For more information please contact Kevan Davies, our qualified coach on 07944 091 028 or kevdavies751@btinternet.com 
Bluff is shorthand for insecurity
HOSPICECARE MENS WALK
Starting and finishing at Sandy Park, Exeter Chiefs are again hosting the popular Men’s Walk for 2014.  It’s a great opportunity for you or a team of colleagues or friends to get together for a brilliant day out and help support your local Hospice.

 

The event combines the challenge of the walk, ending with a welcome celebratory pint, pasty and time to socialise with familiar faces – while watching  one of the six nations matches being screened specially in the Exeter Suite, one of the Chief’s premier entertainment venues.

 

We will have rugby trivia en route to entertain you and some fabulous prizes in our silent auction. Prizes include an England rugby top signed by the squad, an engraved Welsh rugby union hipflask, a conducted tour of the Millennium Stadium, signed Exeter Chiefs top and rugby ball plus lots more.
Join us on Saturday the 15th of March and you can help raise funds for caring in Devon. For more information, telephone Hospiscare on 01392 688052 or visit www.menswalk.co.uk to register.                                     Susie Healey
If you always knew what would happen next, you’d die of boredom.
LOCAL PLAN REVIEW OPTIONS CONSULTATION
1.  Have you had the opportunity to look at a copy of the proposals on the
       MDDC Website?
2.  Have you taken the opportunity to attend an MDDC or Private 
 Developers’ presentation?
3.  Have you submitted a response in relation to all or any of the   

 proposals?  

If you have done any of these things, would you share it with the Parish Council please?  We are currently only nine voluntary members doing our best to look after our community on your behalf.  We need to know what you think, to ensure our response represents as balanced a view as possible for the parish.

If you have not done any of these things your Parish Council would urge you to be aware of what is being proposed in your name by the District Council, Developers and some landowners.  Whatever your view, be assured the outcome will affect you or your children for years to come – either in a positive or negative way.

Development being proposed within the Parish – most of the sites being outside of the agreed Settlement Area - is as follows:

(a) Land at the entrance to Quicks Farm off the Uffculme straight – 68
      houses;

(b) Land adjacent to the B3181 between the Village and the Esso Garage –  

       39 houses which should all be ‘Affordable’ – a planning application 
      for 7 of these is already in the system;

(c) Land east of the M5 – this is on the three fields off Meadow Park
      where the footpath runs down the edge of the fields from the 
      Woodland Trust area – 142 houses;

(d) Dean Hill on both sides as you leave the B3181 between the railway
       and the M5 – 54 houses;
(e)  Lloyd Maunder Way – 41 houses backing onto the Motorway;
(f) Willand Industrial Estate – further Industrial development on the 

       recognized site;
(g)  Lloyd Maunder [Two Sisters] site – further Industrial development
       BUT note the potential use of flood plain.

Views are needed as to whether or not our infrastructure can deal with this.  How will the Pre School or Primary School deal with the potential influx?  What about the medical provision or village hall and youth club?  The list of questions or observations could go on.  Are the proposed sites suitable? 
The greater issue is the proposal in relation to a potential new development running from Junction 27 on land between the M5 and the B3181, all the way from Waterloo Cross to Muxbeare Lane (Half Way House).  This will involve Industrial development and a major retail/entertainment/service facility and then all the rest of the way down will be nearly 3,000 houses.  Although these developments are not in Willand Parish we are the closest centre which will attract a lot of the problems.  Our businesses may benefit but on the other hand a mini Street Clark’s Village or Cribs Causeway at Junction 27 may not be so good. We are sure that new schools and possibly a community centre will appear.  Where is all the sewage going?  What about allotments, playing fields, cemetery and the like?  Willand, nor for that matter Uffculme, can cope with all this addition. 

Are you bothered?  Let us know.  If you need to talk to anyone on the Parish Council, I will help if I can.  Think about it – please!  Barry G J Warren

Chair of Planning, Lighting & Transportation Committee, Willand P. C.
People who shout do not get heard.
THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE

The countryside code began in the 1950’s to help protect, respect and allow people to enjoy the countryside in England and Wales. Due to the spring and summer months soon approaching, it is beneficial to the environment and farmers to remind dog owners how to conduct themselves whilst walking in the countryside. Key things to consider are:

· Respecting other people – always leave gates as you find them and follow instructions on signs. Leave farm equipment and animals alone, if you think an animal is in distress try to alert the farmer or inform the RSPCA. Keep out the way if animals are being moved and follow farmer’s directions.

· Protecting the environment – always pick up after your dog, take litter home and dispose appropriately. Ensure your dog is wormed regularly, at least every 3 months to prevent infections and protect other animals. 

· Protecting your dog against diseases which can be contracted through wildlife – Monthly treatment against Lungworm protects your dog from the ‘silent killer’ which is carried by foxes. This parasite is not killed with regular worming treatment - ask your vet how to protect your dog.

· Protecting livestock and Wildlife - Make sure your dog is under control near any wildlife or farm animals by keeping your dog on a lead. Pay attention to any signs which may not permit dogs to walk on certain land.   

· Livestock can behave unpredictably especially if they have young animals; give them space so that they don’t feel threatened. Some dogs have the tendency to chase animals; please keep them away from livestock, especially pregnant ewes and ewes with young lambs. 

It is a legal requirement to keep your dog on a short lead on ‘open access land’ (no more than 2 metres) near animals and horses for safety reasons. For more information on Lungworm, please visit www.lungworm.co.uk For more information on rights and responsibilities, please visit www.naturalengland.org.uk
When you enter a relationship, read the small print.

LETTER TO OUR PARISH CLERK 

We are trying to deal with dog fouling issues in a much more proactive way in the District. We have noticed from our patrols that in many areas there are on-going dog fouling issues where the dog fouling laws previous to December 2012 did not apply. 
I have attached a poster to this email and it would be great if you could print it off to put on your Parish noticeboards, just to remind dog walkers that they now need to remove fouling where previously the Dog Fouling of Land Act did not make it the law to do so. 

 
We endeavour to investigate all Dog Fouling complaints as we receive them, but in the areas where we get frequent complaints, we are trying to do more patrols and talk to dog walkers, who often redirect us to problem areas. We also refresh signage and we can use the dog fouling stencil when the weather permits! 

 
We have issued several Fixed Penalty notices in the Eastern part of the district and most of these were issued after catching culprits red handed after receiving information from the public pointing to offenders. Please encourage residents to be vigilant and to provide us with information which will help us to catch others that offend.

 

If you require additional posters for dog fouling / Littering/ Fly tipping or Yellow dog campaign please contact us via email and we will get the relevant posters sent to you.  We will keep you updated with our patrols and any Fixed Penaltys which we issue in your Parish.     District Enforcement Officers
 

ADVICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS – HEDGES & TREES. 

It is your responsibility as landowner or occupier to ensure that trees, hedges and other vegetation growing on your land do not cause a safety concern or obstruction for users of the public highway.  Taking action to address issues with privately owned trees and hedges ties up valuable Council resources.

Please ensure overgrowth of vegetation, including hedges, trees, shrubs, ground cover and weeds such as brambles and nettles, are not creating a hazard or nuisance for your community.  Highway inspections are undertaken throughout the year and where vegetation is found to be causing an obstruction or safety concern you will be formally requested to take action within 14 days in accordance with the Highways Act 1980.  To avoid this, please monitor the growth of vegetation throughout the year and take action before a hazard is created. 

Please check pavements are clear for everyone to use them.   Particularly look out for fast growing plants like brambles and nettles.   Please note:  these may be growing outside your garden fence but still on your property.

Please ensure ground cover plants are not growing over the pavement – they may look attractive but they present a trip hazard, particularly for visually-impaired pedestrians.  They also hasten deterioration of the pavement surface and get in the way when maintenance work is being done.  Remember to keep hedge lines back behind the edge of the pavement.
Please check that branches are not growing too low and causing problems for vehicles - 5.5m clearance is recommended.  Leylandii hedges – these need regular maintenance throughout the year.  If left until they become a nuisance, they are often unsightly when eventually cut back and do not recover their greenery.   Service lanes and paths behind properties need to be kept clear too.  Remember refuse collectors and other services need access

Thank you for taking the time to read this information and remember, please, to do your bit for your community by keeping your hedges and trees tidy.  

                                                        Laura Gadd, Devon County Council
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME (WCCS).

You would have thought that with all the bad weather recently things would have been rather quiet down on the compost site.  Well you’ll be surprised to hear that on the contrary our robust band of merry volunteers has been beavering away at improving the site’s infrastructure.  New timbers have been installed in parts of the bays and also where we have problems with rotten wood we have installed some steel sheets to ensure bays last longer! 

Bags of compost are available on site.  We accept a £1.00 donation for each bag with the money going to many local worthy causes.

DONATIONS.

The WCCS has made a number of donations to organisations which provide a benefit to the Willand Community.  Donations of £300 have been made to the First Willand Brownies and the Churches Housing Action Team (CHAT).
We invite like-minded community organisations, to apply for a donation.  

For details contact, Tony Mander, - mobile 07980472242 or by email:  tony@tonymander.plus.com.  Reminder -no requests for donations will be considered unless they are for the benefit of the Willand community. 

OPENING TIMES:

Vehicle access is Sundays between 10 – 12midday. But maybe, (during the winter) we will close an hour early if there is no need of this access.  You would be most welcome to visit us on a Sunday and, chew the compost and become one (a composter).       Kevan Davies  (Secretary)  01884 839436
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Not a lot to report this time, as we do not meet in January and February. At our AGM in December, one of our members showed slides of South Africa. The committee was re-elected en bloc and it was agreed to raise the subscription to £3.50 per annum – still excellent value for money!

Our first meeting this year is on Wednesday, 12th March, and we will be taking a curious look at some of Devon’s churches. Our April speaker is yet to be confirmed. In May, our speaker will be talking about the River Exe from source to the sea and we are going to Hestercombe for our club visit in June.

On Saturday, 29th March, we have a coffee morning in the Village Hall from 10 - 12.00. There will be a bring-and-buy stall, cakes and a draw. Please come along and join us.  For more details, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on candrallan@talktalk.net.

                                                                              Carol Allan, Secretary
	WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
	Proposal
	
	Actual 
	
	Proposal
	Notes

	PRECEPT PROPOSALS 2014/15
	2013/14
	
	2013/14
	
	2014/15
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ALLOTMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Rent
	
	£350.00
	
	300.00
	
	£400.00
	

	
	Maintenance
	£750.00
	
	360.00
	
	£400.00
	

	
	Water
	
	£200.00
	
	154.94
	
	£200.00
	

	
	Allotment Subs
	£250.00
	
	153.00
	
	£153.00
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CEMETERY/CHURCHYARD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grass Cutting
	£2,600.00
	
	2,540.00
	
	£2,800.00
	

	
	Water 
	
	£50.00
	
	52.12
	
	£60.00
	

	
	Waste Bin – emptying
	£300.00
	
	234.00
	
	£300.00
	

	
	Hedge Cutting
	£750.00
	
	685.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	
	Cemetery extension
	£500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£500.00
	2

	
	Miscellaneous
	£300.00
	
	360.00
	
	£700.00
	

	
	Wall maintenance
	£500.00
	
	29,910.70
	
	£500.00
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PLAYING FIELD
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grass Cutting
	£1,000.00
	
	1,876.20
	
	£2,500.00
	

	
	Repairs & Maintenance
	£1,000.00
	
	240.00
	
	£1,000.00
	

	
	Litter Bins (capital)
	£250.00
	
	0.00
	
	£250.00
	

	
	Dog Bins
	
	£150.00
	
	0.00
	
	£150.00
	

	
	Equipment
	
	£500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	Lighting
	
	£0.00
	
	0.00
	
	£0.00
	

	
	Inspection play area
	£350.00
	
	300.00
	
	£340.00
	

	
	Ground Maint. contingency
	£1,000.00
	
	0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	4

	GRANTS & DONATIONS
	
	£100.00
	
	467.15
	
	£300.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ADMINISTRATION
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Clerks Expenses (allowance)
	£72.00
	
	72.00
	
	£72.00
	

	
	Telephone 
	
	£60.00
	
	60.00
	
	£60.00
	

	
	Internet
	
	£120.00
	
	120.00
	
	£120.00
	

	
	Computer expenses
	£100.00
	
	794.85
	
	£200.00
	

	
	Audit Fees
	
	£600.00
	
	450.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	Subscriptions
	£200.00
	
	0.00
	
	£100.00
	

	
	Meeting Rooms
	£400.00
	
	350.00
	
	£400.00
	

	
	Bus Shelters
	£500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£900.00
	

	
	Parish Magazine
	£6,000.00
	
	5,519.00
	
	£5,800.00
	

	
	Wildlife Survey
	£100.00
	
	0.00
	
	£100.00
	

	
	Salaries/wages/NI
	£12,500.00
	
	12,500.00
	
	£13,000.00
	

	
	Bird Box cleaning
	£200.00
	
	195.00
	
	£200.00
	

	
	Maintenance of clock
	£200.00
	
	0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	
	Election Costs
	£250.00
	
	0.00
	
	£250.00
	

	
	Parish Notice Board
	£200.00
	
	0.00
	
	£200.00
	

	
	Cllr / Staff training
	£500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	Insurance
	
	£359.56
	
	351.83
	
	   £700.00
	

	
	Stationery
	
	£1,000.00
	
	175.90
	
	 £1,000.00
	

	
	Refreshments
	£200.00
	
	75.86
	
	£200.00
	


	WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
	Proposal
	
	Actual 
	
	Proposal
	Notes

	PRECEPT PROPOSALS 2014/15
	2013/14
	
	2013/14
	
	2014/15
	


	VILLAGE ENHANCEMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Community events
	£1,000.00
	
	0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	3

	
	Jubilee children's gift
	£0.00
	
	0.00
	
	£0.00
	

	
	Community facilities
	£1,500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£3,500.00
	7

	
	Christmas lights
	£3,300.00
	
	2,513.90
	
	£3,300.00
	

	
	electricity
	
	£100.00
	
	50.87
	
	£70.00
	

	
	checking/replacing timers
	£200.00
	
	409.80
	
	£500.00
	

	
	planters
	
	£800.00
	
	690.04
	
	£800.00
	

	
	tree planting
	
	£300.00
	
	0.00
	
	£300.00
	

	
	new bench seats
	£500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	cctv
	
	£500.00
	
	200.00
	
	£500.00
	

	
	parish field improvements
	£1,000.00
	
	1,500.00
	
	£2,500.00
	

	
	weed spraying
	£500.00
	
	0.00
	
	£1,500.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenditure
	
	£44,161.56
	
	63,662.16
	
	£52,025.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Burial Fees
	
	£4,500.00
	
	4,121.00
	
	£4,000.00
	

	
	Grants
	
	£0.00
	
	0.00
	
	
	

	
	Allotment Rents
	£800.00
	
	855.50
	
	£855.00
	

	
	Magazine advertising
	£4,000.00
	
	4,366.00
	
	£4,700.00
	

	
	Bank Interest
	£25.00
	
	22.25
	
	£25.00
	

	
	VAT
	
	£2,500.00
	
	8,162.46
	
	£5,600.00
	

	
	S106
	
	£0.00
	
	2,891.00
	
	£2,891.00
	

	
	Jubilee
	
	
	
	0.00
	
	£0.00
	

	
	County Cllr Radford
	£0.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Income
	
	£11,825.00
	
	20,418.21
	
	£18,071.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	£32,336.56
	
	43,243.95
	
	£33,954.00
	

	Precept
	
	
	£32,337.00
	
	
	
	 £33,953.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	4.5% increase
	
	   5% increase
	1
	
	


NOTES

	1
	The increase in precept is to cover inflationary pressures over the past three years

	
	and to carry out necessary activities previously done by DCC and MDDC

	2
	The cemetery extension will not be required as soon as originally anticipated due to a change

	
	from burials to internment of ashes.  The annual provision for setup has been halved.

	3
	Community events will be planned for alternate years with a cost to the Parish 

	
	Council of £2000. The annual provision is therefore £1000.
	

	4
	The contingency for ground maintenance is to cover exceptional requirements

	
	e.g. emergency tree maintenance, extra grass cuts due to unusual rainfall etc

	5
	The Parish Council maintains the Church Graveyard and surrounding walls.

	
	There is an annual provision of £500 to ensure that we have sufficient reserves

	
	 when needed
	
	

	6
	Allotment subscriptions are collected with rents.  The subscriptions 

	
	are then passed to the Allotments Society
	
	

	7
	Over the coming years, we will need to build community facilities in the village.

	
	This is an annual item will allow us to fund these facilities when required. 


REGULAR EVENTS AT THE WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Keep Fit



     Mondays                        10.00 Purelesque Knitting Group
  
     Mondays                        13.45  

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                             1st Monday                     14.00    

Tai Chi



                  Mondays                        15.45 
Beavers



                  Mondays                        17.30  

Cub Scouts



     Mondays                        19.00  

Scouts 



                  Mondays                        19.30  

Kettle Bell Pump


     Mondays                        19.30  

Apple a Day (Diabetes Group)
                  2nd & 4th Tuesday           10.00  

Upholstery Class                                           Tuesday                         10.00 

Flower Arranging                                         Tuesday                          13.15

Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                               2nd Tuesday                   19.30   

Tiny Tots



     Wednesday                    09.30 

Flower Arranging   


     Wednesday                    13.15         

Ballet Lessons


                  Wednesday    from        16.00  

Indoor Bowls Club                                        Wednesday                    19.00  

Garden Club                                                  2nd Wednesday              19.30  

Craft Group                                                   Wednesday                      9.00
Mobile Library

                               Alternate Thursdays      10.50  

CAMEO                                                        1st Thursday                   18.30    

Karate




     Thursday                        17.30  

Folk Dance Club                                           2nd & 4th  Thursday        19.30  

Parish Council Meetings                               2nd & 4th Thursday         19.00   

WITS




     Fridays                           19.00  

Mobile Library

                               Alternate Thursdays      11.05 

Cowgirl Twisters                                           3rd Saturday                   17.30 

Folk Dance



     2nd  Saturday                  19.00  

Youth Club Bingo


     Last Saturday                 19.30 

Willand Sunday Market                                1st Sunday                      10.00

Martial Arts



     Sundays                         18.30

UNIQUE EVENTS – March & April  2014

MARCH

Tuesday              4th          C. V. Methodists Pancake Party                15.30

Thursday            6th          Annual Parish Meeting

Saturday             8th          Handbell Ringers South West                    12.00

Saturday           22nd         College Surgery Coffee Morning               10.00

Saturday           29th          Garden Club Coffee Morning                    10.00

APRIL

Saturday             5th           Devon & Cornwall Welsh Corgi Club       9.00

Friday              11th       Cut-off for Input to May & June Magazine

Saturday           12th          Bramblehais Coffee Morning                    10.00

Sunday              27th         Cullompton Ace Majorettes                         9.00
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

It would be better if it stopped raining, but spring is on its way – I am sure! By the time you receive this newsletter, you may have attended the Willand Theatrical Society’s Pantomime, The Sleeping Beauty. Some of the profits are being donated to the Village Hall. 

Our Christmas Bingo went very well and Frances Wilcox is still running monthly bingos on the second Tuesday of each month. We would like to thank her for organising them. Thank you too to Margaret Dennis, for running the monthly Sunday Markets, now being held on the first Sunday of each month. Both the bingos and Sunday Markets help enormously with our running costs.

We have a number of maintenance projects in the pipeline, including the refurbishment of the annexe kitchen, decorating the main hall and looking at storage solutions. As our reserves were depleted by last year’s projects, we have unfortunately had to increase our hire charges in order to be able to carry out these improvements. A table of costs is shown below.

	
	Hall
	Club / Comm
	Combined
	Annexe

	Class 1
	7.40
	3.70
	14.80
	5.00

	Class 2
	10.00
	4.75
	19.50
	5.75

	Class 3
	12.60
	6.30
	25.20
	8.30


Several organisations have items stored under the stage in the Hall. We will be sorting this area out, in order to make some more storage space, so please make sure that your equipment is put in boxes, clearly labelled and stacked tidily.

We have some beige colour plastic stackable chairs for sale at £5 each. If you are interested in purchasing any of these, please contact me.

If you would like to book the Hall, details of dates already booked are on the online calendar at www.willandmatters.org.uk, but please contact Frances or me if you do not have online access and we will do our best to help. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox - franceswilcox@hotmail.com  - 07748 557107 or write to 35 Fir Close.   Treasurer: Carol Allan – candrallan@talktalk.net - 33828 or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand.            Carol Allan, Treasurer
Failure is a starting block.

DEVON WILDLIFE TRUST

Enjoy a free spring and summer of wildlife
We think you'd enjoy being a member of Devon Wildlife Trust - but we know January is a time to be careful on spending. That's why we're offering 6 months' free membership if you join DWT on Direct Debit before the end of March. 

Six months of free nature reserve visits
Even with a 6-months free membership, you still receive a 100-page book covering the best of our 48 Devon nature reserves. Enjoy bird-watching on the Exe estuary this month, bluebells in the Teign valley in spring and butterflies galore on our Culm grassland reserves in June. 

Six months of free wildlife events
From Milling Days at Cricklepit Mill in Exeter to wildflower walks around the traditional meadows of Dunsdon near Holsworthy in June - and with children's wildlife events every month - there are plenty of free events to enjoy in your first 6 months. 

Two free editions of our award-winning magazine
In your first free six months you'll also receive our spring and summer editions of Wild Devon magazine, crammed with stunning wildlife photography and articles on nature in Devon. Make a world of difference for local wildlife - join us today. Devon Wildlife Trust – call us  on 01392 279244  or email  contactus@devonwildlifetrust.co.uk  
Marriage is not perfect, but neither is loneliness.
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

Great News, Willand Tennis Club has won “Club of the Year” in Devon. Several tennis clubs in Devon were nominated, but the final decision made by the Devon County Tennis Committee was that Willand should win.  The presentation was made to our Club Chairman, Andy Malcolm, at the Devon County Annual General Meeting at the David Lloyd Tennis Centre, Exeter on 29th January 2014.

At this moment in time, tennis seems a distant thought, as it rains most days. But it will not be long before the sun is out and the clocks have changed and lighter nights are here.  The junior programme continues in March and starts fresh again in April for the summer. Anyone interested in tennis coaching for children aged 5 years to 18 years on Tuesday nights, please contact Paul Nelson (Tennis Coach) on 01884 33684.  The subscription for 12 months membership plus coaching from April to July is £57-50p per child.

With 4 floodlit courts we have spaces for new members (membership £73 annually) or play and pay as a public booking.(£2 per person or children £1 per hour) Anyone interested please contact:

                                    Rita Parish (Hon. Secretary) on 01884 820803. 

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Not a lot to report this time, as we do not meet in January and February. At our AGM in December, one of our members showed slides of South Africa. The committee was re-elected en bloc and it was agreed to raise the subscription to £3.50 per annum – still excellent value for money!

Our first meeting this year is on Wednesday, 12th March, and we will be taking a curious look at some of Devon’s churches. Our April speaker is yet to be confirmed. In May, our speaker will be talking about the River Exe from source to the sea and we are going to Hestercombe for our club visit in June.

On Saturday, 29th March, we have a coffee morning in the Village Hall from 10 -12. There will be a bring-and-buy stall, cakes and a draw. Please come along and join us.  For more details, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on candrallan@talktalk.net.

                                                                              Carol Allan, Secretary
AROUND THE COUNTIES

A few people have asked me for the ‘solution’ to the puzzle in the last edition of the Mag.  Lots and lots of Brownie points if you got all 40 of them…….
NEWS from the FRIENDS of COLDHARBOUR MILL
The WORKING WOOL MUSEUM and MILL SHOP are open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm. 

EVENTS and ACTIVITIES

Wednesday 26th March: Friends of the Mill ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in the Old Stables at the Mill.  7 for 7.30 pm.   Soft drinks & wine available for purchase.  If you are a member of the Friends, please do your best to be there!  (enter via Deliveries Gates and park in Mill yard).  

The Friends of Coldharbour Mill is a registered charity (No. 289991) that supports Coldharbour Mill Working Wool Museum in Uffculme, near Cullompton. New members are always welcome - only £10 per year - membership gives free entry to the Museum, including for Steam Ups!, also 10% discount on Mill products in the Mill Shop.  For more info about the Friends: email Susan at friendsofmill@btinternet.com or phone Kathleen on 01884 840359.

You don't need to be a member of the Friends to attend the following:

Saturday, 5th April: VOLUNTEERS' DAY – come and help to spruce up the Mill site !  10am-3pm.  Refreshments provided.  Email Susan at friendsofmill@btinternet.com or phone Kathleen on 01884 840359 for more info or to let us know you can come along.  ALL WELCOME! 

Saturday 19th April: EASTER COFFEE MORNING in the Old Stables 10am-12 noon.  Coffee & tea, cakes & biscuits and a chat – with Bring & Buy and Raffle.  ALL WELCOME!  (enter via Deliveries Gates and park in Mill yard).  

MILL EVENTS

April-June: Fox Bros. Fabrics exhibition in the Fox Gallery (in association with the Culm Valley Cloth Trade project)

Monday 21st April: EASTER STEAM UP !    10.30am-4pm each day – with 100-year-old engines in steam & Victorian spinning & weaving machines in action from 11am.  Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, & all the permanent exhibitions, including: early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, & the stunning Millennium Tapestry screen.  Visit the Mill Gift Shop for unique yarns & textiles all produced at the Mill.    Free car park.  A great day out for the whole family!  Please pay for entry at the Mill Shop on arrival. Free entry for Friends of the Mill - please show your membership card in the Mill Shop on arrival.

For all information about Coldharbour Mill and its history, admission prices, volunteering opportunities, Shop & products, or to book guided tours for school & adult groups, etc, contact the Mill Office by phone: 01884 840960 or by email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk or see the Mill website: www. coldharbourmill.org.uk                                                            Susan Wasfi
It’s never too late to mend a fence.
THE IMPORTANCE OF VACCINATING YOUR PETS
Regular vaccination of your pet is of utmost importance to help prevent them contracting some fatal diseases.  A primary course of vaccinations are required to boost your pet’s immunity when the antibodies from their mother are decreasing. The primary course doesn’t cover your pet for life; they will require boosters yearly to top up their immunity.  

Dogs are vaccinated for Distemper, Infectious Canine Hepatitis, Parvovirus, Para influenza and Leptospirosis. 

In the Cullompton area there has recently been a confirmed case of Leptospirosis and this is a disease which can be spread to humans. It affects the liver and kidneys and can lead to long term liver disease, or in some cases may be fatal. There have also been confirmed cases in the local area of Parvovirus.  This can cause vomiting and/or diarrhoea and rapid dehydration.  Without prompt treatment, the disease is fatal.

Kennel cough vaccinations are highly recommended for dogs.  This is a separate vaccination, given intranasally. Kennel cough is an airborne contagious respiratory disorder that affects dogs and can spread from one dog to another very rapidly.

Cats are vaccinated for Feline Influenza, Enteritis, and Leukaemia.  Some are also vaccinated for Feline Chlamydophila.  Unvaccinated cats which contract cat ‘flu are likely to have recurrent respiratory infections and may become carriers and infect other in-contact cats.

Rabbits are vaccinated against Myxomatosis and Viral Haemorrhagic Diarrhoea, which is now available as one injection.  Both of these diseases can be spread by fleas so vaccination and flea control is very important. Myxomatosis is a fatal respiratory disease causing a swelling of the eyes, nose and genitals. For any further information then please contact your local vet.
Two people cannot meet halfway unless their paths cross.

DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL

Just a couple of interesting things you might like to know for future reference.  The first is if you wish to speak on the telephone to someone, or a particular department, at County Hall, if you dial 01392 383000, you merely have to speak the name of that person or department and you are automatically put through.  The second is you may have read on the Parish Noticeboards that our Council are trying to encourage the County Council to make some much-needed repairs to the signpost by The Old School House. So far, nine different people at DCC have been emailing each other on what has been described as the ‘cast iran (sic) fingerpost’ before it was finally decided DCC do not have a policy for maintaining such items. If anyone, anywhere, knows who might have the necessary equipment, materials – or even a policy - for the purpose, will they please let someone on the Parish Council know?                     Ed. 
A half read book is as unsatisfying as a half-eaten sandwich.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Firstly, we have news of an important acquisition of documents for the Willand Archive, thanks to a generous donation by Mr Stephen Carter, in memory of Mrs Mary Hellier (née Thorne).  Mr Carter, a retired partner of the estate agents Thorne & Carter, had been conducting his own research into the history of the practice and came across several documents which have a direct connection to Willand.  These include: (1) a book recording meetings of the ‘Willand Parochial Committee’ – although there are only entries for March 1914 and March 1915; (2) an 1896 traced copy of the 1839 Willand Tithe Map, along with a full transcription of the Book of Apportionments; (3) an 1857 booklet listing Willand Church Charities; (4) plans of Townlands House; and (5) an Album of Picture Postcards, from the early-1900s, which was the collection of Dora Thorne (née Baker), a more detailed review of which will appear in the next magazine. Mr Carter particularly wished to donate these documents in memory of Mrs Hellier, the daughter of William John Thorne.  Bill Thorne married Dora Baker of Five Bridges Farm and they lived at Manor House in Willand ‘Old Village’; like his father before, he was an auctioneer and surveyor, and in 1911 he established the business which is still thriving today as Thorne & Carter.  We would like to express our sincere thanks to Mr Carter for contributing these invaluable items.  
The plans of Townlands House, for example, reveal the floor plans of the property as well as showing drawn diagrams of the outside appearance.  This is extremely useful particularly in view of the fact that the History Group has yet to discover photos or other images of the house.  Mr Carter confirms that Thorne & Carter dealt with the sale of the house and its contents around 1969/70 after the death of Major Snell, the last occupier.  The property was purchased by a housing association (possibly connected to the church?) and Townlands House was demolished to be replaced by Townlands estate, opened by the Bishop of Crediton in 1971.  

The book reporting meetings of the Willand Parochial Committee (connected to the Parish Council) provides an interesting snapshot of parish concerns exactly 100 years ago.  At the meeting on 25 March 1914, chaired by William Rowe, the topic of discussion was the ongoing requirement for new homes in Willand; there was a shortage because of Willands increased working population, stimulated by the recent establishment of new businesses around Tiverton Junction Railway Station.  However, having expressed these housing demands to the relevant authorities at Tiverton Rural District Council back in February 1913, “Steps had been taken by the District Council and various sites had been considered with the view of the erection of houses for the working classes, all of which had been unsuccessful,” primarily because they deemed, “the prices asked for the lands excessive.”  The District Council had also questioned whether Willand really needed any new homes.
Therefore, “After consideration it was proposed by Commander Jennings, seconded by Mr Holley and carried unanimously that the [Willand Parish] Clerk reply to the District Council, that the Parochial Committee are still of the opinion that cottages are required for employees of the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy Company, the Great Western Railway Company, and the Pig Factories at Tiverton Junction, there being sufficient for agricultural labourers, but that until land can be acquired at a reasonable price, or a Government Grant be obtained, they cannot recommend building at present as it would involve too heavy charge on the rate-payers of such a small village.”  
Within just a few months, the First World War had broken out and in 1915 the issue of new homes was deferred ‘for the duration’.  After the war the process was resumed, although it was not until the late-1920s that the new council-houses on Park Street were eventually completed.
Progress continues with the History Group’s Willand and the First World War Project, although we are still eager to gather further information about Willand’s servicemen, or anything relating to Willand at the time of the ‘Great War’.  This might be photos, letters, postcards, service records, recent research or even childhood memories of local First World War veterans.    For example, there are names of servicemen on the Willand memorial about whom we currently know next to nothing, including two possible sets of brothers: A.J. Beer, S.J. Beer and W.A. Beer; and B. Hunt, M. Hunt and P. Hunt (all of whom survived).  Then there is Walter Rogers, who we only know was serving with the 7th Battalion of the Welsh Fusiliers in March 1915; and Sidney Rogers, who was wounded in the right arm on 9 May 1917 – the same day as another Willand man, Ernest Vickery, was wounded in the right thigh (their unit is unknown, although it was possibly the 1st Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment, who attacked Fresnoy Trench, near Arras, on 9 May).  If you can help, we would be grateful to any information received.

In response to the names mentioned in the last Parish Magazine, Geraldine ‘Geri’ Holloway has provided some very useful information from her memories of First World War veterans Ernest White, Sidney Potter and Major Francis McDonald Lane.  She writes that, “Ernie White and his wife kept the small sweetshop next to the Post Office.  They were a friendly couple who had two grown-up daughters, Gwen and Margery.  At some period, probably during the Second World War years, I recall seeing Mr White in his Special Constable uniform.”  Geri recalls that Sidney Potter, a widower, lived next door to the Whites: “I can picture Sid Potter as an old ex-sailor sitting in his front doorway, fully looking the part in his seaman-like cap.”  She adds that Sid’s grandson, Eric Potter, was, “admired by many of us girls for his agility in climbing to the topmost branches of the many trees in the village!”  

She also describes: “F.M. Lane, always known to people of all ages as Major Lane, never by either of his forenames, Francis McDonald.  He and his wife lived at what is now called Pitfield, the big house on the corner of Dye House Lane opposite Carr Cottage, my birthplace and home for twenty years.  They had two adult children, Hugh and Peggy, seen only when rarely visiting their parents.  Incidentally, across the road right opposite Carr Cottage was Townlands, another large house, occupied by Major and Mrs Snell.  Presumably Major Snell had served in the First World War like Major Lane – and like him he was always addressed by everyone as Major – but he and his wife were relative newcomers to the village, so his name would not be on Willand’s War Memorial.  Mrs Snell was a tall, slim, elegant lady, seldom without a cigarette protruding from a long holder held in her mouth and always wearing smart trousers – not common attire for ladies way back in the 1940s.  The couple had one son, Geoffrey, in the regular Army and seldom seen at Townlands.”  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com)

If you lose your temper, you’re better off without it.
AND FINALLY
I have frequently arrived at this stage of creating an issue of the Willand Magazine and found I don’t have enough input to create a ‘full’ booklet. With nothing available in my ‘spare’ folder, I have sometimes resorted to filling the empty space with an old-time advertisement but I’ve run out of those now, too. This time, the Mid Devon Star arrived through the letterbox the day before it went to the printers and filled the available space exactly.  Recycling at its best, which is why its’ content now appears on pages 31 & 32.[image: image1.emf]
Thank you for taking the time to read this information and remember please to do your bit for your community by keeping your hedges and trees tidy.











